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schools have an education less than the equivalent of six elementary 
grades. 

In the discussion of the importance of industrial education, it is 
pointed out that in spite of the striking progress made in the accu- 
mulation of property, the Negroes are "still a poor people." The 
large percentage of women and children who have to earn a living 
indicates the need of elevating their economic status so that more 
children may attend school, and the women have a better oppor- 
tunity to care for the morals and hygiene of the home. Because 
three fourths of the Negroes live in rural districts, instruction along 
agricultural lines is one of the most important phases of Negro edu- 
cation. "Preparation for rural life," says the report, "is the 
greatest problem of the white and colored people of the South." 

The most radical recommendations made in the report are those 
relating to higher education. These recommendations are along the 
line of improving the facilities and raising the standards of Negro 
college work. The schools teaching subjects of college grade, 33 in 
number, are classified according to the amount of college work done, 
into three groups : first, colleges ; second, those doing secondary and 
college work ; and third, those schools in which some college work is 
offered. "Only three institutions, Howard, Fisk, and Meharry 
Medical, have a student body, a teaching force and equipment, and 
an income sufficient to warrant the characterization of college. 
Nearly half of the college students and practically all of the pro- 
fessional students are in these three institutions." It is suggested 
that there should be concentration on the development for Negroes 
of two institutions of university grade. Howard and Fisk are sug- 
gested as these two institutions. It is recommended that three in- 
stitutions be developed and maintained as first class colleges. One 
such institution would be located at Richmond, Virginia; one at 
Atlanta, Georgia, and one at Marshall, Texas. A number of other 
institutions would be developed into junior colleges or schools doing 
two years of college work. In these junior colleges, large provision 
would be made for the training of teachers. 

M. N. Work 

Los Negros Esclavos, Estudio Sociologico Y de Derecho Publico. 

By Fernando Ortiz, Professor in the University of Havana. 

Eevista Bimestere Cubana, Havana, 1916. Pp. 536. 

This work, as its title signifies, is a monograph intended to 
show the working out of the problems of enslaving the blacks in 
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Cuba. The study begins with a description of the life of Cuba as 
conducive to the introduction of slavery and then that of the blacks 
themselves. Although acknowledging the difficulty of making an 
ethnographic study of the imported Africans, the author endeavors 
to trace the origin of these slaves to their native regions in Africa 
to determine the traits which entered into the formation of the 
character of the Cuban slaves. He then connects the institution 
with the sugar industry, which increased the demand for slaves, 
gave the institution an economic aspect and made the slave trade 
an international concern of great moment. The movement for the 
amelioration of the condition of the slave and the early efforts at 
abolition are noted only to show that these efforts proved to be in- 
significant when the traffic became universal and the institution 
reached the economic stage in the sugar colonies. The atrocities 
incident to the methods of the victors in the tribal wars of Africa 
supplying the traders frequenting the coast are duly treated. The 
author even gives in detail the procedure, prices and numbers. 

A considerable portion of the book is concerned with the real 
life of the slave. Professor Ortiz believes that the punishments 
inflicted in Cuba were not so severe as in some other countries. He 
discusses the work done by the men, women and children, their 
habitations, food, dress and diversions. The diseases of the slave 
arising in adjusting themselves to the new world are also noted. 
Going further into the details of the life of the slaves, the author 
describes the urban Negroes and distinguishes this class of the bond- 
men from those of the plantation. He then discusses the free 
Negroes, who even from an early period constituted a considerable 
element of the black population and explains why some of them 
returned to Africa. The rights of all of the elements of the black 
population at law are mentioned so as to give the reader an idea 
of the black code as enforced in that island. How these classes 
thus kept down were moved from time to time to organize insur- 
rections to secure their freedom, constitutes one of the chapters of 
the book. 

On the whole it cannot be said that Professor Ortiz has shown 
that slavery in Cuba differed widely from what it was in some 
other large islands of the "West Indies. He has, however, made a 
contribution to scholarship in showing exactly how this institution 
affected the life and the development of Cuba. The work is well 
illustrated and has an appendix of valuable documents bearing on 
slavery in Cuba. 

C. G. Woodson. 



